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the Lily-Cache Special Recreation Association (LCSRA), which provides recreation activities and services for 
residents with special needs.  The District leases the Heritage Professional Center, located in downtown 
Plainfield, primarily used for the Great Adventures for preschoolers program.  The Plainfield Township 
Community Center is utilized for District programs and activities through an intergovernmental agreement 
with the Plainfield Township.   The District is a member of the National Park and Recreation Association 
(NPRA) and the Illinois Park and Recreation Association (IPRA).     The District serves the majority of the 
residents of Plainfield, a portion of the residents in Romeoville, the City of Joliet, the city of Crest Hill, Village 
of Bolingbrook, and a portion of the residents within both unincorporated Will and Kendall Counties.    
 
The Park District is governed by a seven member board of commissioners elected at large.  Board members 
are elected on a non-partisan basis to six year terms.   Policy making and legislative authority are vested in 
the Park Board, which among other things, are responsible for passing ordinances, adopting the budget, and 
the hiring of the District’s executive director. The District’s executive director is responsible for carrying out 
the policies and ordinances of the Park Board, overseeing the daily operations of the District, and hiring the 
department heads of the District’s operating departments. All expenditures are reviewed and approved by the 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
The District experienced a period of high growth and development beginning in the mid-1990.  For historical 
comparison, twenty years ago, the District’s total assessed valuation was $440 million; the tax rate was 
$.2368 per $100 of assessed value and the District’s total tax extension was $1,043,130.  In the 2015 tax 
year, the District’s total assessed valuation was $2.3 billion; the tax rate was $.2692 per $100 of assessed 
value and the District’s total tax extension is $6,243,403.  The growth in the District was primarily residential; 
the Districts tax base is 87% residential, with a commercial/industrial sector comprising 13% of assessed 
value. 
 
The District’s portion is 3% of the average real estate tax bill.   
 
The District successfully passed a $5.9 million land acquisition referendum in November, 2000.  With the last 
debt service payment due for the bonds in December, 2017, the board moved forward with a referendum in 
November to keep the bond tax rate at existing levels.   
 
In November, the District passed a successful $10.5 million referendum to “build towards the future”.  $3.5 
million of these funds are allocated in 2017 toward the development of a new $7 million recreation facility at 
the site of Bott Park.  $945,000 of these funds are allocated in the 2017 budget toward Kendall Ridge and 
Village Green playground replacements; Van Horn West playground replacement and path development;  
installation of ballfield lights at Northwest Community and Bott parks and Frisbee golf improvements at Avery 
Preserve.  The remainder of the $10.5 million referendum will be continued playground redevelopment and 
replacement in the next three budget years. 
 
For the fiscal year end December 31, 2017, the District’s fund balances are expected to meet the District’s 
fund balance policy that was adopted at the January, 2016 board meeting.  The District’s overall fund balance 
is expected to be approximately $1.5 million more than budgeted projections due to expenses in the 
corporate and recreation fund being significantly under budget.  The expenses were re-allocated in the 2017 
budget.    
 
 
Budget and Accounting Changes  
The District eliminated its working cash fund and transferred the balance of $76,552 into the general fund of 
the District.  
 
The District adopted a fund balance policy at the January, 2016 board meeting.   All funds are consistent with 
this policy.   
 
The District selected and began new financial software implementation in fiscal year 2016.  The District’s 
financial software,Incode, will be fully implemented on May 1, 2017.   
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