
 
Plainfield Park District  

Men’s Softball Rules and Regulations  

2019 Season 

League Description 

 This league is a recreational adult softball league designed for teams with an interest in 

enjoying fun recreational competition.  

 This league will also operate under the playing rules established by the USSSA, except 

that in the case of conflict, the following listed rules will supersede USSSA rules. USSSA 

rules can be seen at www.usssa.com.  

 League schedules, standings, roster forms, and rules can be found on 

www.teamsideline.com/plainfield 

Player Eligibility/Age Rules 

 All participants must be 18 years of age or older to participate.  

 All players must have a picture ID with them at games.  

 A picture ID must be presented to an umpire or park district representative if a player’s 

eligibility is in questioned. Failure to do so will result in the player not being allowed to 

participate in that game. An eligibility check may be requested at any time prior to the 

end of the game. However, we encourage teams to make eligibility checks prior to the 

start of the game if an ineligible player is suspected. If a player is determined to be 

ineligible they will not be allowed to play in the game, and there will be an 

automatic forfeit.  

Official Teams/Rosters 

 Rosters shall consist of a minimum of 12 and a maximum of 20 players. 

 Residency: At the time the roster is submitted, all players must be listed with name, 

home address, phone number and signature. Note: This information is subject to 

verification by the PPD. If, after league play begins, and player’s official roster 

information is challenged, the burden of proof rests with the challenged player. If they 

can’t prove the information, which has been listed, is correct, they will be declared 

ineligible for further participation and any games in which that player participated shall 

be declared a forfeit.  

 The official roster will be filed in the PPD office. This roster of record and all questions, 

challenges; decisions will be based on this roster.  

 All rosters must be signed by all participants and submitted to the Park District by your 

3rd game. Reminder: All necessary player information is required at this time, including 

signature. **If a player does not sign the roster, then the player will be considered 

ineligible and all games in which that player participated in will be declared forfeits.  

 Roster Checks-Player eligibility must be challenged prior to the end of the 3rd inning and 

must be made by the captain of the team to official score keeper. The offending captain 

then must prove eligibility to the satisfaction of the opposing captain or staff person, 

remove the player from the game before play proceeds, or play with that knowledge that 

if the protest is upheld, the game will be forfeited. All games played with ineligible 

http://www.usssa.com/


players shall be declared forfeits. Any player whose eligibility has been challenged and 

does not have the possession of his/her driver’s license at the game site will be declared 

ineligible for that game.  

 Rosters may not be carried over from one season to the next.  

 No player shall be allowed on more than one roster in the same league.  

Schedules 

 Game schedule will be created and maintained by the PPD Recreation Supervisor.  

 All scheduling changes or adjustments must be made in cooperation with the PPD 
Recreation Supervisor. You are not allowed to reschedule games on your own.  

Game Format 

 Regularly scheduled games will be played at Four Seasons Park, Field 1. Make up 
games will be made up at the end of the regular season.  

 Teams are strongly encouraged to show up and be ready to play 20 minutes prior to 
game time.  

 Games will be played as scheduled. There is NO grace period-forfeit time is game time. 
All games will be played in 7 innings or one hour, whichever comes first. A new inning 
may not begin after the time limit has passed. The umpire is the official time keeper. In 
case of a tie, at the end of 7 innings or one-hour time limit the game will automatically be 
played as if it was in extra innings. The tie will be played up to 3 full innings. If after that 
game is still tied, it will be recorded as a tie.  

 A regular season game called by the umpire, during regular season play which cannot 
be resumed within 20 minutes, maybe regulation if 4 or more innings have been played, 
or if the home team has scored as many or more runs during the uncompleted 4th inning, 
or after 3 full innings, than the visiting team has scored in their 4 complete innings. 
**Every reasonable effort will be made to fully complete any post season games. Any 
game that is postponed due to rain, field conditions, fog, etc., could be continued at later 
date based on field availability. Unless, the team loosing at the time that the game in 
question is postponed does not wish to complete the game or the league supervisor 
determines that a continuation of the game is not in the best interests of the league.  

 Line up cards must be presented to the official scorekeeper 10 minutes before the 
scheduled starting time of each game.  Failure to turn in your score card by game time 
will result in your team will start your half of the inning with 1 out.   

 A team may start the game with 9 players.  However, there will be an automatic out for 
not having a 10th player.  If the 10th player shows up late, they may enter the game and 
will be placed in the 10th batting position.  Additional Hitter:  A team may choose to bat 
12 players in a game, this player is known as the AH (additional hitter).  Teams are now 
allowed either 1 or 2 additional hitters. The AHs may be placed in any position in the 
batting order, but once placed there, that person may not change batting order position.  
The AH can participate on defense through legal substitutions and switches but remains 
in the original batting position.   

 You may not add or remove the AH from the official line-up once the game has started.  
If you start the game with an AH you must finish the game with an AH.  

 The AH is optional.  The fact that one team opts to use an additional hitter does not 
affect the opposing team.  The opposition is free to use, or not to use the AH.   

 The courtesy runner will be allowed. You are allowed 1 courtesy runner per inning.   
Playing Rules 

 All players begin each at bat with a one and one count. 

 A foul ball with two strikes will result in the batter being called out.  



 Men’s League Homerun Rule: There will be a 3 Home Run (HR) limit per team per 
game. Any time the batter is ruled out because of an over-the-fence home run in excess 
of the limit, the ball is dead and no runners can advance.  Any fair fly ball touched by a 
defensive player which then goes over the fence in fair territory will be declared a four 
base award and is not to be included in the total of over-the-fence home runs.  A home 
run will be charged for any untouched fair fly ball hit over the fence in fair territory, 
whether runs score or not. 

 Players are allowed to slide into a base but are not required to slide when approaching a 
base. You may not crash into a fielder that is waiting with the ball. If this happens you 
will be called out.  

 All pitches must be delivered with a perceptible arc and reach a height of at least 3 feet 
from the ground, while not exceeding a maximum height of 10 feet from the ground. 
Pitches are not called illegal until the ball has crossed the plate. A quick pitch shall be 
called as an unfairly delivered pitch and shall be called a ball.  

 The 10 Run Rule will be in effect for all regular season and tournament games. If a team 
is ahead by 10 or more runs in the 5th inning (4 ½ if the home team is leading) or later 
the game will be called and the leading team will be credited with a victory. Also if a 
team is ahead by 15 or more runs after the 4th inning (3 ½ if the home team is 
leading) the game will be called and the leading team will be credited with a 
victory. 

 Flip/Flop Rule-After 4 complete innings, and the run rule has been exceeded and the 
home teams is losing, the home team will remain at bat and become the visiting team. If 
the team (new visiting team) does not score enough runs to reduce the run difference 
below the Run Rule the game is over. If they do reduce the run difference below the run 
rule the new home team will bat. If they subsequently score enough runs to exceed the 
Run Rule the Game will be over, if they do not the Game will continue under that format. 
If the situation reverses, the teams would flip/flop again.  

 All other rules shall follow the official USSSA softball rules unless noted in this rules 
guide. 

 
 
 
Substitutions 

 Each team may consist of 10 men on the field at one time.  

 A game may begin with 9 players, but when and if another player arrives that player 
must be interested into the line-up at the vacant spot in that line-up.  

 The “COURTESY RUNNER” will be allowed. One per inning anyone on the roster can 
be a courtesy runner.  

Equipment 

 The park district will supply the game balls. Men shall hit a USSSA official 12 inch 
softball.  

 All players shall present themselves with a uniform means of identification representing 
their team-matching shirt with identifiable number on back of jersey. Uniform pants and 
hats are optional.  

 All players shall wear a softball glove while on defense.  

 Gym shoes or molded rubber baseball cleats are allowed.  

 No metal spikes are allowed.  

 All bats must be USSSA approved slow pitch softball bats. No modified bats are allowed. 
In order for a bat to be used in league play it must have the new USSSA logo. For 
further clarification please see the USSSA website.  



 It is the responsibility of the hitting team to retrieve any foul and/or home run balls 
immediately. If a team doesn’t return the ball immediately to the official scorekeeper or 
umpire, they will receive a warning. After that warning, the offending team will forfeit the 
game if they fail to retrieve additional foul and/or home run balls.  

Umpires 

 Umpires will be assigned and provided by the Park District. All rulings made by the 
umpire in regards to game play will be final. Any disputes or questions regarding 
decisions of the umpire should be directed to the PPD Recreation Supervisor.  

Playing Field & Cancellations 

 No person(s) other than legal players, coaches, or managers shall be allowed on playing 
field or team dugout during the game. **NO Children will be allowed in the dugout during 
the game. 

 Managers are responsible for relaying ground rules as delineated by umpire-in-chief to 
his players. 

 The program supervisor and/or umpire-in-chief reserve the right to postpone or cancel 
any game because of field conditions deemed not suitable for play. 

 In case of inclement weather, the manager must call the Plainfield Park District Weather 
Hotline 779.252.2715 after 4:30 p.m. for information on field conditions.  If a decision is 
not been made by this time, it will be mandatory that the team’s report to the playing field 
for the game as scheduled.  If there is no message on the recorder, you will be required 
to show up for play. 

 No smoking on the field or by the scorekeeper. 
Protests 

 Protest may only be made on the interpretation of the rules and not on the judgment call 
of an umpire.  

 Team manager must inform the umpire-in-chief and scorekeeper of protest at the time of 
the alleged infraction.  

 Formal protest must be presented to the Recreation Supervisor in writing, by 4:00pm the 
following business day along with a $50.00 fee. No action will be taken on verbal 
protests.  

 The Recreation Supervisor will issue a written ruling within 48 hours of receiving the 
written protest, unless a time extension is granted to research the basis of the protest.  

 Team filing protest will post a $50.00 protest fee to be held pending the Recreation 
Supervisor’s decision.  

 Should the Recreation Supervisor uphold the protest, the $50.00 will be returned to the 
team. Should the Recreation Supervisor deny the protest, the $50.00 will not be returned 
and be paid to the Plainfield Park District. 

Miscellaneous 

 If a team forfeits a third time, the team will be dropped from the league or tournaments 
play and forfeit all monies paid.  

 Should any member(s) of a team verbally/physically attack or abuse an umpire, the 
Recreation Supervisor or any other employee of the park district, that person(s) will be 
immediately suspended from league/tournament competition pending an investigation by 
the Recreation Supervisor. The Recreation Supervisor will make the decision on 
eligibility of player(s). Any decision/stipulation will be final; there will be no appeal 
process. Criminal charges could be pressed against those individuals who violate this 
rule.  

Code of Conduct 

 Use of profane or abusive language or gestures toward any Plainfield Park District 
employee or umpire will result in an immediate 3 game suspension of the person(s).  



The Recreation Supervisor will review the incident and any additional game suspension 
will be given if warranted. Any decision/stipulation is final; there will be no appeal 
process. 

 Anytime a player is ejected from a game, they will serve an automatic 1 game 
suspension and must pay a $25 suspension fee before they are eligible to resume play.  
The fee must be paid at the Recreation Administration Center by 4:00pm the day of the 
next game for that player to be eligible.  Payment will not be taken at the game site.  If 
a player is ejected from a game twice in the same season, the player will be suspended 
for the remainder of the season. Suspensions do not carry over to the next season. 

 After ejection, if the player continues to abuse the official, the umpire has the authority to 
eject the player from the park and will then be required to serve a 1 year suspension 
from all park district leagues.  

 The park district reserves the right to press criminal charges against any individuals 
involved in physical or verbal assault instances. 

 Any team/player caught in possession/consumption of alcohol will be expelled from 
league play. 

 Illinois State Statute prohibits use of alcoholic beverages on Plainfield Park District 
property.  Such action will be legally prosecuted by the Plainfield Park District and 
Plainfield Police Department by fines of no less than $5.00 and not to exceed $200.00.   

Standings 

 Team with best overall win/loss record will be declared league champion.  

 Tiebreaker procedure – (1) Winning percentage (2) Record of head to head 
competition between teams (3) Head to Head Run Differential (4)Average Run 
Differential (5) Total Runs For (6) Common Opponents (7) Schedule Strength (8) 
Coin Flip 

 After conclusion of the regular season, there will be a post single elimination 
tournament. The seeding’s for the tournament will be based on the league standings.  

 There is no time limit for the Championship game. All other tournament games shall 
use the regular time limit rules. In the event of a tie and the time limit has been 
reached, the score will revert to the last completed inning to determine the winner.  

Awards 

 A Park District credit for the next season will be awarded to the top teams in the 
league and tournament based on the size of the league.  

Liability 

 Each team is responsible for their equipment.  The Plainfield Park District assumes no 
responsibility for lost or stolen equipment. 

 The Plainfield Park District assumes no responsibility for personal injuries as a result 
from participation in the softball program.  It is recommended that anyone playing in the 
softball program provide coverage within his or her own insurance policy. 

 The official roster form is also the “hold harmless” agreement form and a signature of 
each participating player is mandatory prior to competing in the program. Failure for any 
player to sign their teams’ roster will result in the player being declared ineligible and 
games where that person played will be declared forfeits.   

 

  

 

 

 

 


