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We ask that each person take one copy of Building Summer Fun 
Guidebook. By doing this we can reduce our printing costs and 
help conserve our planet’s valuable resources. Thank you for 
helping us be economically and environmentally conscious! 
Please recycle this issue when complete.



Once it’s completed in early 2019, the Plainfield Park District’s 
new Prairie Activity & Recreation Center— or PARC—will 
be the first facility of its kind in Illinois to receive a Net Zero 
certification.

That means that the big, new 40,000 square-foot building at 
Bott Park, 24550 W. Renwick Rd., Plainfield, will create as much 
energy as it uses each year.

It will achieve that by using solar panels on the roof to generate 
its own electricity and super-efficient walls and windows to 
retain heat in the winter and keep it cool in the summer.

Help Scout build his knowledge of how to save energy by 
picking up his “Building Summer Fun” guidebook and then 
visiting some Plainfield Park District parks this summer 
to learn more.

W E LC O M E
Scout is building fun this summer and 

encouraging everyone to join in 
Scout’s summertime adventures!



Step 1
Find the park and the answer plaque 
hidden somewhere at the park. Guide-
book must be completed to receive 
Scout surprise pack.

Scout Scavenger Hunt runs May 15 through September 15.

R U L E S
Solve all the questions to earn 

Scout surprise pack!

Step 2
Follow the instructions on each page to 
complete your activity. 

Step 3
Present your completed guidebook to 
the Recreation Administration Center, 
23729 W. Ottawa St., Plainfield to  
collect your Scout surprise pack.  

Step 4
Build fun this summer learning about 
how the Plainfield Park District is taking 
strides in protecting the environment 
with the Prairie Activity & Recreation 
Center (PARC) and learn other fun facts 
about the area where we live in.  



W H AT  I S  A
C A R B O N  F O O T P R I N T ?

Human-caused carbon emissions are a major contributor to rising 
global temperatures. Carbon is created when we burn fossil fuels 
such as coal, oil, and natural gas when we heat and cool our 
buildings and drive our cars. Shopping even has a carbon price 
tag because food and goods are produced and transported  
using fossil fuels. 

What is the average CARBON FOOTPRINT of someone 
living in Plainfield Park District according to the 

Environmental Protection Agency?

_________________________________________________________

You can find the answer at:

Village Green Park | 24121 W. Chicago St., Plainfield

I don’t think  
that is my
footprint.



W H AT  D O E S 
N ET  Z E R O  M E A N ? 

BUILDING NET ZERO significantly reduces the carbon 
generation of a building. It means that over the course of 
one year, it will generate enough renewable energy to power 
everything it needs to operate. A typical recreation center with 
the same square footage as the new Prairie Activity & Recreation 
Center (PARC) is estimated to produce 217 tons of CO2 yearly.

What is the estimated average of CO2 produced 
by PARC?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

You can find the answer at:

Avery Preserve DiscGolf (hole 1) 
1000 W. Lockport St., Plainfield



WHAT DO SOL AR PANELS DO? 

A solar panel works by allowing photons, or particles of light, 
to knock electrons free from atoms, generating a flow of 
electricity. Solar panels actually comprise many, smaller units 
called ________________________________________. 

This means they convert sunlight into electricity. Many cells linked 
together make up a solar panel.

You can find the answer at:

Van Horn Woods West | 17201 S. Lily Cache Rd., Plainfield



On average, a person creates ____________________ per second. 
That’s enough to illuminate a light bulb. LED lights use just a 
fraction of that, and have a huge impact on reducing electricity 
consumption at the PARC. 

You can find the answer at:

Van Horn Woods East Fishing Dock
17200 S. Frontage Rd., Plainfield

HOW MUCH ENERGY DOES A 
HUMAN MAKE? 

LED
10 Watts
resting

CFL
15 Watts
stretching

Incandescent 
150 Watts

light running
Television
400 Watts

professional cyclist



Recycling is very important as waste has a huge negative impact 
on the natural environment. Harmful chemicals and greenhouse 
gases are released from rubbish in landfill sites. Recycling helps 
to reduce the pollution caused by waste. Recycling reduces the 
need for raw materials so that the rain forests can be preserved.

What are the 3 R’s in Recycling?

R__________________________________________________

R__________________________________________________

R__________________________________________________

You can find the answer at:

Harvest Glen Park | 24825 Madison Street, Plainfield,

WHY IS RECYCLING 
IMPORTANT? 



Small changes in behavior can have a BIG IMPACT on 
our planet. Did you know that just 1 American creates 
________________________ tons of trash per day?

What can you do to help reduce trash at home?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

You can find the answer at:

Gene Coldwater Park | 13430 Allyn St., Plainfield

TRASH, JUST NOT FOR 
GROUCHES! 



More than beautiful, monarch butterflies contribute to the health 
of our planet. While feeding on nectar, they _________________
________________________________________________________
______________________________. The flowers they choose are 
varieties that are brightly colored, grow in clusters, stay open 
during the day, and have flat surfaces that serve as landing pads 
for their tiny guests. Monarch butterflies are also an important 
food source for birds, small animals and other insects.

You can find the answer at:

Kendall Green | 7498 Marley Circle, Plainfield

WHY ARE MONARCH 
BUTTERFLIES IMPORTANT? 



One out of every three bites of food we eat is a result of 
pollinators like honey bees, and crops like blueberries and 
cherries are ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________. 
Honey bees are so important that farmers often have bee hives 
transported and then placed on their farm to provide pollination 
for their crops.

You can find the answer at:

Ottawa Street Pool | 23820 W Ottawa St., Plainfield

WHY ARE HONEYBEES 
IMPORTANT? 



You can find the answers at:

Streams Rec. Playground | 24319 Cedar Creek Ln., Plainfield

NOT JUST FOR THE BIRDS.. .
FACTS ABOUT TREES. 

______________________  trees are cut down each day so we can 
have toilet paper.

American companies alone use enough paper, per year, to 
encircle the ______________________________.

We can save ____________ trees if we recycled the paper used on 
the daily run of the New York Times alone.

The world’s oldest trees are more than __________ years old.



You can find the answers and prairie plants at:

Eaton Preserve | 23601 W. 135th St., Plainfield

Prairie Fun Facts. 

Prairies once covered about ______________ of the United States

Prairies formed about _____________________  years ago.

About one percent of the _________________  prairies still exists.

Over ________________  plant species can occur in a prairie of 
less than 5 acres.



NSCU.org          630.393.7201
12251 S. Route 59, Plainfield, IL 60585

Smart    Simple    Solutions

Searching for a Way 
to Get Ahead?

• Examine your current finances
• Identify your goals
• Develop a budget/spending plan
• Build/increase savings
• Pay off debts
• Uncover opportunities to cut costs
• Maximize your earnings
• And more!

Take the first step towards financial success, 
call and schedule an appointment today!

Let us help you rethink your

and find direction! 



BUILDING FUN!
one adventure @ a time!

Visit and share your smile with us 
at one of our outdoor picture frames.

Boy Scout Park | 23729 W. Ottawa St., Plainfield

Van Horn Woods West | 17201 S. Lily Cache Rd., Plainfield

Eaton Preserve |  23601 W. 135th St., Plainfield

Clow Stephens | 16650 S. Lily Cache Rd., Plainfield

#PlainfieldParks    #ScoutSighting




