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Board of 
Commissioners

The Plainfield Park District is 
governed by a seven-member group 
of Commissioners. Commissioners 
are elected for six-year terms, and 
the terms are staggered. Elections 
are conducted in the spring of odd 
numbered years.

WELCOME from the Leadership Team

2016 was a big year for the Plainfield Park 
District, and it couldn’t have happened without 
all the support of our residents. This past year 
marked the District’s 50th year anniversary 
in which the District has grown by leaps and 
bounds. To celebrate the District held many 
events that I hope you had the chance to 

commemorate with us. The two most significant 
was the burying of our time capsule that has a 50 year 

open date so that future residents and District team members can look back 
and see what was significant and happening here in 2016. The other big 
event, which will now become one of our traditions, was our Tree Lighting 
Ceremony that was hosted in December at the Village Green. Look for this 
event for years to come!

Another sizeable part of the District’s year was the passing of the $10.5 
million dollar referendum in November. This will allow the District to build its 
first multi-use indoor recreation facility during our 50 year history. Through 
the passage of the referendum by the voters, the District will bring light to 
various ballfields, continue our playground and park replacements, and build 
a community recreation center at Bott Park.  

It is important to stress that all of this comes from our District’s biggest 
asset – YOU. It is through the residents of the Plainfield Park District that 
we continue to grow and develop. We appreciate all the support that you 
provide and we look forward to an exciting 2017 with more development and 
more programs. We thank our resident!

Your Leadership Team,
Executive Director, Carlo J. Capalbo
Director of Parks and Planning, Jennifer Rooks-Lopez
Director of Finance and I.T., Maureen Nugent
Director of Recreation, Cheryl Crisman

OUR MISSION
The Plainfield Park District seeks to enhance  

lives through quality recreation opportunities.

OUR VISION
We aspire to be innovative in administration, 

recreation and preservation.

OUR VALUES
Our Values center on:

• Community • Fiscal Responsibility

• Health & Wellness  • Stewardship of Natural Resources

Mary Kay
Ludemann

President
2021 

Mimi Poling
Vice President

2017

Rob Ayres
Commissioner

2017 

Peter Hurtado
Commissioner

2017

Heather
Kazmark

Commissioner
2017 

Larry Newton
Commissioner

2021

Peter Steinys
Commissioner

2019
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YOUR PARKS

The Plainfield Park District’s highest priority is to provide the citizens and 
community with a high return on their investment of tax resources and 
other sources of funding. The majority of funds are invested in recreation 
facilities and programs, parks, safety and security, and capital repair 
and replacement that directly impact citizens and the community. Those 
goals were accomplished within the Parks and Planning Department with 
the following accomplishments:
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75 Installed the updated Plainfield Park District logo and 
repainted over 75 community park signs. 

Implement new maintenance and park management 
software, Facility Dude to helping staff combine 
innovative technology with operational insight.  

Installed newly finished picnic tables  at Village Green 
Park and Eaton Preserve.

Replaced (3) Playgrounds:  
• Grand Prairie Tot Lot, Hennepin Dr. Joliet
• Walkers Grove, 24930 Burdick Rd. Plainfield
• Lakewood on Caton, 2623 River Bend Ln. Plainfield

Replaced and repaired non ADA compliant pathways 
at Boy Scout Park, 23729 W. Ottawa St. and  
Clow Stephens, 16650 S. Lily Cache Rd.

The Plainfield Park District hosted a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the DuPage River Trail Pedestrian 
Bridge on May 21 at Riverfront Center, 24321 W. 
Lockport St., Plainfield.

According to Village of Plainfield Mayor, Michael 
Collins “The bridge and trail are an enhancement for 
the riverfront and with further expansion to the west; 
we hope to complete and connect the path at Route 
59 when funding is available.”



YOUR PROGRAMS

Making play happen is something Plainfield Park District’s 
Recreation department does. Whether it is at one of the District’s 
85 plus parks walking a trail, in one of the preschool age classrooms 
or experiencing the positive skills learned from active sports such 
as basketball and dance, recreation is something that can be 
experienced by everyone. 

The recreation department receives 43% of its operating budget 
from taxes, 53% from program fees and the additional 3% 
from miscellaneous sources. A staff of eight full-time recreation 
professionals, 73 part-time staff, and 98 seasonal staff provided 
2308 sections of 498 programs to 11,446 registered participants 
in 2016.

Special events are one of the highlights of the Plainfield Park District 
program offerings. Many of the activities this year carried on the 
50th Anniversary theme as the Park District celebrated their 50th 
birthday, including open houses, dance recital, special themed 
events and a birthday party.

Spring isn’t complete without egg hunts and 
Mother’s Day fun.  The District offers a 
Flashlight Egg Hunt for the 7-12 year 
olds and a traditional Egg-citing Activities 
for 1-7 year olds. Over 445 participants 
enjoyed the activities in 2016. Mother’s 
Day Tea and a new Ladies Night Out gave 
Mom’s and Daughters of all ages 
an opportunity to celebrate together.   

The Patriotic Picnic held on July 3 attracts over 7,000 people to 
Plainfield. Held at Plainfield Central High School the site provides 
prime viewing for the communities only public fireworks display. The 
event includes children’s activities in addition to a touch a truck, 
dance demonstrations and Little Obie Train. The evenings activities 
culminate in a 20 minute fireworks display set to a pop inspired 
patriotic soundtrack.  

Special events are only one type of 
programming that is offered by the Plainfield 
Park District offerings. Early childhood, 
dance and cultural arts, athletics, youth, 
adult and active adult, aquatics and 
equestrian programming ensure that there 
is something for everyone. 

Inaugural Village Green 
Tree Lighting with 
Grinchmas on the Green

The Park District was pleased to welcome 
the Grinch to this event as it was also the 
50th anniversary of the release of the “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas.” Twenty-four 
community organizations decorated trees 
that surrounded Village Green Park. It is 
estimated that over 700 people attended 
this first year event, cementing its presence 
in the Park District special event offerings.
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YOUR FACILITIES

Normantown Equestrian Center: By the Numbers

Ottawa Street Pool: By the Numbers

458
Sections of swim 
lessons offered

1,415

907

6,697

Swim
passes sold

Daily Paid 
Admissions

Patrons enrolled 
in swim lessons
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9
Number of 
horses the 

District owns

66
Number of group 
lesson sections 

offered

266
Number of 
participants 

enrolled

3,431

Number of private 
riding lessons 

purchased

46
Birthday

parties and
scout outings

74
Number of 
children in 

summer camps

34
Number of horses 

PPD boards, 
on average

5
New equestrian 

shelters that 
were built

Ottawa Street Pool
Ottawa Street Pool (OSP) 
is located across from the 
Recreation / Administration 
Center. The 200,000 gallon 
L-shaped outdoor pool is 
equipped with high and low 
diving boards and contains lap 
lanes. A 3,000 gallon enclosed 
tot wading pool, a ship-shaped 
children’s play area and eating 
area are also features. 

OSP is the only public 
swimming pool within the 
District’s boundaries. OSP 
offers Red Cross certified 
private and groups swim 
lessons in addition to open 
swim, monthly events, birthday 
parties and private rentals. 



AGENCY FINANCIAL PROFILE
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In January, 2016 the District’s Board 
of Commissioners adopted a Fund 
Balance/Net Assets Policy. This policy 
was established to provide financial 
stability, cash flow for operations and the 
assurance that the Park District will be 
able to respond to emergencies with fiscal 
strength. It is the Park District’s philosophy 
to support long-term financial strategies, 
where fiscal sustainability is its first priority, 
while also building funds for future growth. 
It is essential to maintain adequate levels 
of fund balance/net assets to mitigate 
current and future risks and to ensure tax 
rates. Fund balance/net asset levels are 
also crucial consideration in long-term 
financial planning. Credit rating agencies 
carefully monitor levels of fund balance/
net assets and unassigned fund balance 
in the Corporate Fund to evaluate the 
Government’s continued creditworthiness.  

Standard & Poor’s Rating Services 
affirmed its rating of AA with a stable 
outlook in August, 2013 on the District’s 
outstanding bond issues. As a credit-
rating agency, Standard & Poor’s (S&P) 
issues credit ratings for the debt of public 
and private companies, and other public 
borrowers such as governments and 
governmental entities. Bonds with an S&P 
rating of AA indicate that the District has 
very strong capacity to meet its financial 
commitments. It differs from the highest-
rated obligors only to a small degree.

The District refinanced its 2009 bonds in 
December, 2016, saving District taxpayers 
$156,295 in present value interest costs.

Revenues by Source

Expence by Function

Tax Allocation Plainfield Park District 
Resident in Village of Plainfield



Scout the Fox: 
Brand Ambassador

Marketing has taken strides in 
making publicizing efforts to be 
persuasive and progressive in 
interaction with the community 
by creating a mascot or brand 
ambassador Scout the Fox. 
Created in 2015 “Scout” is in 
his third year of being a brand 
ambassador (2017) for the Park 

District. Scout is appealing in many levels, he is an 
indigenous animal that can be found at many PPD 
parks, he is cuddly and approachable and he is 
colorful. Scout has been established in the last  
24 months by having a strong social media 
following, Scout contests and by appearing at  
many PPD events.

Where in the World is Scout was a new 
program for the community to interact with Scout 
in the summer of 2016. Patrons were encouraged 
to download Scout or find his coloring page in 
the summer brochure and take him with on their 
summer adventures! Scout visited 10 states outside 
of Illinois in his summer travels. 

OUTREACH

It’s was a Year Long Celebration: 
Plainfield Park District Turned 
50 in 2016!

During 2016, the Park District 
celebrated and enhanced 
lives through quality recreation 
opportunities while celebrating it’s 
50th Anniversary. The community 
had many activities to choose 
from such as 50 cent Fridays at 
Ottawa Street Pool, hidden oak 

leaf program, movie in the park, birthday celebration and a 
time capsule. The Plainfield Historical Society also help  
the celebration by displaying artifacts such as old 
brochures, pictures and signs at the museum. – after all, 
we couldn’t have reached 50 years without you,  
our community and supporters.

Family Events at Louis Joliet Mall

The Plainfield Park District is 
the ninth largest park district in 
the state of Illinois based on the 
population it serves. However, 
its facilities lack in large space 
to host many events. The park 

district focused, in 2016, to find 
the best way to bring the park 

district to an under-served portion of the local population 
but also new locations to host large community indoor 
events. At the same time, the Louis Joliet Mall was trying 
to improve its community outreach efforts to families  
north of Joliet. 

In early 2016, Plainfield Park District began conversations 
to work with Louis Joliet Mall and it was through these 
discussions a partnership was born. In this agreement, 
the Plainfield Park District provides free family events 
to the community, once a month, along with staff and 
supplies and Louis Joliet Mall provides space, tables 
and advertising in return. Both entities accomplished a 
significant feat with this new partnership that continues  
into 2017.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTSResidents Vote in Favor 
of Referendum for Park 

Improvements and 
New Rec Center

In November of 2016 the Plainfield 
Park District passed a successful 
referendum for the issuance of 
$10.5 million dollars for playground 
redevelopment, field lighting 
improvements, safety repairs and 
improvements, and the construction 
of an indoor recreation facility. This 
was done through the support of 
the voters having cast their ballot by 
24,459 in favor and 18,347 opposed, 
a 6,112 voter approval margin.

Since the approval the District has 
been working diligently on scheduling 
a variety of developments. In March 
2017, the Board of Commissioners 
held interviews for selection of 
Architectural and Construction 
Management firms. The Board is 
scheduled to approve negotiated 
contracts with the selected firms 
and begin the design phase of new 
recreation facility that will be located 
at Bott Park. The anticipated timeline 
for the project is to have completed 
construction by the end of 2018.

Additionally, a variety of referendum 
funded projects are scheduled for 
2017. The District will see playground 
replacement at Kendell Ridge, Village 
Green and Van Horn Woods II. There 
are plans for ballfield lighting at both 
Bott Park and Northwest Community.  
The District’s team members will host 
public input meeting and discuss 
with usage groups to determine the 
best options of fields to light. Other 
projects will continue as well as more 
scheduled for 2018 and 2019.

Plainfield Park District honored in 2016
The District joined Park District Risk Management Agency (PDRMA)  
In January.

Commissioner Ludemann achieved the status of  
Master Board Member in IAPD’s Board Member 
Development Program.

Commissioner Poling achieved the status of Notable Board 
Member in IAPD’s Board Member Development Program.

The PPD tied for Third Place in the IPRA Agency 
Showcase Competition for “Scout the Fox” Social  
Media Campaign.

 
Congratulations to Ex. Director Capalbo, Directors Crisman, Nugent, and 
Rooks-Lopez as well as Marketing Manager Vargas on their completion 
of the IPRA Pro Connect mentoring Program for 2015-216. Additionally, 
Vargas was requested and has accepted to be on the Board of Regents for 
this IPRA driven program for 2016-2017.

Recreation Manager Andy Dunfee passed his  
Certified Parks and Recreation Professional certification 
(CPRP).

The District was the recipient of the Plainfield Historic  
Preservation Commission’s Residential Landscape of the  
Year Award. The award was for the Village Green 
in recognition of the District’s outstanding efforts to 
create a distinctive outdoor space that enhances the 
neighborhood and showcases this historic park.

Front Line Dance attended the Shamrock Invitational in 
Addison, IL. Placing’s were as follows: Mini Poms -1st; 
Mini Dance, Jr. Poms-4th; Jr. Dance-3rd ; Sr. Porns-2nd;  
Sr. Jazz-4th; Sr. Hip Hop-3rd.

Normantown Equestrian Center took three horses and riders to the, 
Place to Start show at Fields and Fences in Gurnee, IL.  
Elizabeth Horvat rreceived a 4th, and 6th place in the long 
stirrup classes, Hannah Kucera took home 4th and a 
reserve champion ribbon and Bailey Butler 
collected a 4th place.

The Plainfield Park District has received a Certificate  
of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting 
from the Government Finance Officers Association  
of the United States and Canada (GFOA) for the 
eleventh year in a row. The award is the highest form  
of recognition in the area of governmental accounting 
and financial reporting, and its attainment represents  
a significant accomplishment by a government and  
its management.

On November 8, the District’s referendum passed by 6,112 votes with 
24,459 yes votes and 18,347 no votes.

The District was honored at the IAPD Best of the Best Gala for 50 years of 
parks and recreation and won the award for the category of Partnership with 
Louis Joliet Mall.

Plainfield Park District earned the Illinois Park and Recreation Association 
(IPRA) Exceptional Workplace Award for 2016.
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